ALEXANDER BALFOUR
gone to France. But lighting on a public-house where
there was a handsome landlady he got familiar with her,
which occasioned him to stay longer than he intended, and,
indeed, too long for him ; for the husband, at last observing
the freedom that our rover took with his wife, caused him
to be apprehended, in a fit of jealousy, having before a
suspicion who he was.
When he was carried before a magistrate all circumstances
appeared against him; so that he was sent back under a
strong guard to Ireland, where he was soon known. Being
committed to Newgate, in Dublin, and shortly afterwards
condemned, it is said he offered five thousand pounds for
a pardon, being worth twice the sum. But all proving
ineffectual, he was executed at Dublin, on Friday, the 15th
of May, 1702, aged twenty-nine years. His body was
afterwards hanged in chains on Barnsmoor Mount, in the
province of Ulster.
ALEXANDER BALFOUR
A Man of noble Family^ who was convicted for the Murder
of Mr Syme^ escaped from Prison^ and lived Fifty
Tears after the Day fixed for his Execution
by the " Maiden " or Guillotine
THIS man was born in the year 1687, at the seat of
his father, Lord Burleigh, near Kinross. He was first
sent for education to a village called Orwell, near the place
of his birth, and thence to the University of St Andrews,
where he pursued his studies with a diligence and success
that greatly distinguished him. His father, Lord Burleigh,
had intended to have sent him into the army in Flanders,
under the command of the Duke of Marlborough, in which
he had rational expectation of his rising to preferment, as
he was related to the Duke of Argyll and the Earl of Stair,
who were major-generals in the army; but this scheme
unhappily did not take place, Mr Balfour, going to his
father's house during the vacation at the university, became
enamoured of Miss Anne Robertson, who officiated as
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